
 classrooms. For the students, it’s exciting to have a story read by someone with a
different reading voice, cadence, and perspective from their teacher or parents.

The benefits of reading aloud to children are indisputable. Many parents and
teachers may recall the classic book The Read Aloud Handbook by Jim Trelease
published back in 1982. Now in its seventh edition, the book details all of the
benefits of reading aloud to children, including promoting language and
reading development and, of course, fostering stronger relationships and a sense
of connection. When I visit classes as a Mystery Reader, I often share favorite
picture books from my own childhood, including Harry the Dirty Dog, Caps for
Sale, and Tikki Tikki Tembo. I encourage you to read aloud to your children - no
age is too old! Stop in at the Rye Free Reading Room for a copy of one of your
childhood favorites and read on! 

Sincerely,

Eric Byrne, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

              
                                                  

Spot the Mystery Reader (hint: it’s the guy in the tie)

Dear RCSD Community,

Over the past month, I’ve been fortunate enough to spend
some time as Mystery Reader in classrooms at Midland,
Milton, and Osborn Schools. What is a Mystery Reader?
Mystery Readers are special guests who come into our
elementary classrooms to read a story of their choice to
students. Mystery Readers can be parents, grandparents,
older siblings, or other relatives. Over the years, we’ve
had local elected officials, firefighters, police officers,
graduated students, and now me (I imagine I am not as
thrilling as a firefighter) be Mystery Readers in our
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Order in the Court!

What were the biggest challenges of becoming a judge (His answer: law school!)
How important is the role of eye contact, enthusiasm, and other speaking skills in practicing law (Judge
Bea suggested that enthusiasm should build as you present a case)
Had he ever felt speechless but had to continue to speak? (He explained that when a client changes
information on the stand, you have to quickly regroup to reduce damages)
And how often does he use his gavel? (He replied that eye contact is usually enough to command respect
from attorneys, so the gavel isn’t needed)

On November 21, RMS 8th grader Trajan Bea's grandfather, Judge Carlos Bea, came to speak with Allyson
Furcick’s 8th grade Speech and Debate class about arguing in court and making decisions at the highest
level.

Judge Bea has served as the Senior Judge for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit since 2003, and,
as such, covers a number of the Western states, including Alaska, Arizona, and California. His undergraduate
and law degrees are both from Stanford University where he was also a basketball player. In fact, he was a
member of the Cuban basketball team in the 1952 Olympics!

Judge Bea began his comments by speaking about the words “advocacy” (from the Latin ad vocare, meaning
“to call”) and “argument'' (from the Latin arguere, meaning “accuse” or “declare”). He shared the importance
of knowing your facts in presenting an argument or advocating for a case. Judge Bea noted his approach
was often to start with the unfavorable facts of a case and try to mitigate those to better support your own
argument. Another useful piece of advice he gave students for use in debate and argument is to “know your
audience.” He explained that you would address a group of highly-intelligent academics or scholars
differently than how you would speak to a jury with a cross-section of individuals from different backgrounds
and walks of life.  

He discussed a few famous Supreme Court cases and how their rulings came to be, including Dartmouth
College v. Woodward, wherein the State of New Hampshire attempted to convert a private college into a
public university, and Brown v. Board of Education, the landmark “separate but equal” case. 
Students asked thoughtful questions, including:

A huge “thank you” to Judge Bea for taking the time to share his wealth of knowledge and experience with
our RMS students!



All Photos by Grey Cat, Inc.

Spotlight on the Arts

RMS transported audiences
to Arandelle in two

performances of “Frozen JR.”
on November 18 and 19 at

the Rye High School
Performing Arts Center. The

cast of 46 middle school
students was supported by a
crew of 8 middle school and

15 high school students.
Bravo to the cast and crew!



RHS Seniors Sign Division 1
Letters of Intent

On November 9, eight Rye High School seniors, their parents, friends and coaches
gathered in the RMS Multipurpose Room to participate in a National Letter or Intent
ceremony for Division 1 sports. A Letter of Intent is used to indicate a student-
athlete’s commitment to participating National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) colleges and universities in the United States. The seniors, their sports and
college/universities are:

Crew:
Joyce Kang, University of Notre Dame
Elizabeth Madigan, Dartmouth College
Lily Shaaban, Georgetown University
Toma Sellar, College of the Holy Cross
Eleanor Smith, Princeton University
 
Lacrosse:
Kian McCarthy, University of Virginia
Mackenzie Chimento, College of the Holy Cross
 
Track and Field:
Caitlin Doyle, Lafayette College

Congratulations to the seniors, their parents, and coaches!

Back row, l to r: Mackenzie Chimento (lacrosse), Elizabeth Madigan (crew),
Eleanor Smith (crew), Toma Sellar (crew), Kian McCarthy (lacrosse)

 
Front row, l to r: Caitlyn Doyle (track and field), Joyce Kang (crew), 

Lily Shaaban (crew)



Commendations
The RHS boys and girls varsity cross country teams competed in the Section One Championships at
Bowdoin Park on November 5
The boys varsity football team made it to the Class A finals for the second year, losing to Somers. The team
ended the season as sectional semi-finalists with a record of 8-2
The girls varsity swimming and diving team competed in the sectionals, on November 8 coming in 6th out
of 28 teams swim Sectional Qualifier Finalists who will compete today
RHS 10th grader Sophia Lord represented the Rye varsity swim team at the State Championship Meet in
Rochester on November 18th and 19th. Sophia placed 28th in the 200 meter individual medley and 23rd in
the 100 meter breaststroke
RHS junior soccer striker Tommy Broderick was named the Lions Club Athlete of the month for November
RMS 8th grade cheer team member Elle Talbott received the All League Award at the Cheerleading
Sectional Finals in New Rochelle on November 6 - she is RHS’s first-ever All League cheerleader

Spelling Bee Buzz

The Rye Free Reading Room held its fifth annual spelling
bee on November 11. This year, the Bee was a clean sweep
by brother-sister duo Ryan and Emma Crozier. Emma won
the $500 middle school scholarship for correctly spelling
“fanfare” in the 14th round of competition. Older brother
9th grader Ryan won a $2,500 high school scholarship by
spelling “saxhorn” in round 13. The Bee was sponsored by
Carpet Trends in honor of Emmanuela Riccio.

RFRR Spelling Bee winners
Emma and Ryan Crozier

Saturday, December 3
High School Senior Scenes `22
2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Performing Arts Center

Tuesday, December 13
Board of Education Meeting - Critical Thinking
7:30 p.m.
RMS Multipurpose Room

Monday, December 26 - Monday, January 2
Schools closed for Winter Recess

Monday, December 26 and Monday, January 2, 2023
Offices closed for Winter Recess

Looking Ahead


